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Poppy's Shopping Spree
By Brenda B. Covert

Poppy had never had so much money! While the next-door 
neighbors were away on a trip, she had taken care of their dog, 
Smoochie. She had earned $10 a day by feeding and walking the dog, 
for a total of $70. She was saving some of her earnings, and she was 
giving a small amount to a children's shelter. That still left some to 
spend. Her big sister, Phoebe, had offered to take her on a shopping 
spree.

First they had gone to a music store. Poppy wanted to buy a CD, but 
she took a long time deciding between two of her favorite artists. She 
finally chose one because it was cheaper. While she was choosing 
music, Phoebe was picking out a new CD by listening to sample music 
with headphones. Poppy paid for her CD and then had to wait for 
Phoebe.

"Come on!" Poppy urged her exasperating sister. "Decide already, so we can go!"

Phoebe made a face, but she at least she removed the headphones and took her choice to the counter. Poppy 
fidgeted by the door, anxious to head to their next stop.

When Phoebe caught up with her she said, "Don't be such a pain in the you-know-what."

"Don't be one yourself," Poppy retorted.

Their next stop was at a jewelry boutique. Poppy wanted to get a new pair of earrings. After admiring the 
animal ones, she chose a pair of small, dangling silver horses. She glanced around for Phoebe and saw her in front 
of the necklace display. Phoebe bought two necklaces for herself. It was beginning to look like this was a 
shopping spree for Phoebe instead of Poppy.

The sports store was next on Poppy's list. Since her mother wouldn't agree to buy her a new pair of shin guards 
for soccer, Poppy decided to get them herself. She liked the ones that were built into the socks. Her friend, Caitlin,
wore that kind. Now they would be twins!

Phoebe was nowhere in sight. Finally Poppy found her browsing in the clothing section. "Hey, which running 
suit do you like better?" she asked Poppy. "The pink or the blue?"

Poppy sighed. "Blue." If Phoebe wanted to compete with her over who could spend the most money today, 
Phoebe could go ahead and claim victory. Poppy wasn't playing.

After they made their purchases and settled into Phoebe's car, they headed for home. Up ahead loomed the 
bright sign of a popular ice cream parlor.

"Hey! Pull into the ice cream place!" Poppy exclaimed.

"I thought we were going home," Phoebe replied, but she pulled into the parking lot and parked near the door.

"I've still got some money left," Poppy told her. "I'm going to get myself something I've never had before."

"Great," Phoebe answered unenthusiastically. She followed Poppy into the brightly lit shop.

The big menu board listed a plethora of tantalizing treats. Poppy's hungry eyes studied all the different pictures 
and the prices. Her parents always thought she should be happy with a simple ice cream cone. They had never let 
her order anything else. Excitement built up in her. There was so much from which to choose!

"I think I'll have a parfait," she finally decided, but when the server asked which kind, she was stumped. Both 
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the strawberry and the chocolate parfaits were in tall vase-like dishes. Poppy eyed the layers of ice cream, fruit, 
and whipped cream in the strawberry parfait, and the ice cream, chocolate syrup, and peanuts in the chocolate 
parfait.

"Which should I choose?" she turned to ask Phoebe.

"What do I care?" Phoebe replied dourly. "I can't afford one. I don't even have enough money left for a plain 
cone."

For a moment Poppy stood looking at her sister. Then, her mind made up, she turned back to the server and 
said, "I'd like one of each, please."

She looked over her shoulder to see Phoebe's reaction. It was priceless. After Phoebe picked her jaw up off the 
floor she sputtered, "You can't eat all that!"

With a grin, Poppy said, "I know. You'll have to help me eat them. That way I can find out what both kinds 
taste like!" Then she turned to pay the server and wait for the parfaits.

Soon the girls were seated with the yummy-looking parfaits and two long-handled spoons. Phoebe forgot her 
manners as she quickly took a huge spoonful of chocolaty goodness and transferred it to her mouth. She smiled 
and then noticed that Poppy was watching her.

"Oh, thank you for sharing your ice cream with me," she said. "I can't believe you did it!"

"Yeah," Poppy replied mischievously, "I can't believe I did it, either. But how could I enjoy my ice cream if 
you were pouting the whole time about not getting any?" She dodged the playful punch from Phoebe. They both 
laughed and then dove into those flavorful, creamy, sweet desserts.
     

Poppy's Shopping Spree

Questions

1.  Poppy dodged the playful punch from Phoebe. This sentence is an example of ______. (Choose the best 
answer.) 

A. alliteration
B. hyperbole
C. foreshadowing
D. onomatopoeia

2.  What kind of jewelry did Poppy buy? 

A. animal print hoops
B. seashell earrings
C. dangling horse earrings
D. two necklaces

3. In what order were the purchases made? 

A. sports equipment, music, jewelry, ice cream
B. jewelry, music, sports equipment, ice cream
C. music, jewelry, sports equipment, ice cream
D. music, sports equipment, jewelry, ice cream
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4. In paragraph 19, Phoebe responded dourly to something Poppy had said. What is a good synonym for 
dourly? 

A. kindly
B. softly
C. sternly
D. sarcastically

5. When Poppy wanted to get ice cream, why was Phoebe unenthusiastic? 

6. Which sister do you assume spent the most money on the shopping spree? 

7. Why do you think Poppy's parents always ordered an ice cream cone for her? 

8. From the context clues, what do you think the word plethora means in paragraph 16? 

How many hundreds are in 
the number 3,000?

Is 15 a composite or a 
prime number?

double 53 = 

If you exchange 100 dimes 
for dollars, then how many 
dollars would you get?

What number is halfway 
between 0 and 16?

April has 28 nickels.  How 
much money is that?
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Justin had 59 firecrackers. He traded 28 of 
his firecrackers for sparklers. Write an 
expression to show how many firecrackers 
he has left.

During Truck Driver Appreciation Week, a 
convoy of 35 trucks drove from Midvale to 
the state capital, a distance of 397 miles. How 
many miles did the trucks drive in all? 
(Assume the distances are placed end to 
end.)

Max picked 4/6 of a bushel of apples. He 

gave his aunt 1
3
 of a bushel. How much of 

the bushel of apples does he have left?

On the day the Mystic Magic Museum 
opened, 4,314 people visited its exhibits. What 
was the average number of people per hour 
who visited the museum from its opening at 
10:00 a.m. until its close at 6:00 p.m.?

How many feet are in 9 yards?

 feet
12 x 9 = 3 5

+ 2 9

8 x 4 = 
Write a letter that has two or 
more lines of symmetry. 20 kg = g
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The cafeteria workers at Mountain 
Springs Elementary School decided to 
celebrate National Butterscotch 
Pudding Day by making butterscotch 
pudding to go on the lunch trays. 
According to their recipe, one and a 
half cups of brown sugar is needed 
for five servings of pudding. If there 
are 686 students at Mountain Springs 
Elementary School, how many cups 
of brown sugar will the cafeteria staff 
need to make pudding for each 
student? Cups of brown sugar are 
only available in one-cup containers.

Alex packed nuts in small bags for 
sale at the store. There were two 
different sized bags. The small bags 
held 16 peanuts or 10 walnuts. The 
large bag held 50 peanuts or 32 
walnuts. Alex packed 14 small bags of 
peanuts, 10 small bags of walnuts, and 
8 large bags of peanuts. How many 
nuts did he pack in all?

Is 41 a composite or a 
prime number?

Is 20 a composite or a 
prime number?

What number is halfway 
between 35 and 43?

When Adam got 
married he was 21 
years old. His sister was 
a third his age plus 2 
years. Their father was 
twice Adam's age plus 
3 years. Adam's father 
was how many years 
older than his sister 
when he got married?

Miss White was making ice 

cream sodas. She needed 

1 1
2
 cups of soda for 

each one. With the 

amount of soda she had, 

she could make 8 3
4
 ice 

cream sodas. How many 

cups of soda did she have?

Erin is writing a book about 

static electricity. She has 

spent 3 1
3
 hours doing 

research on the Internet 

and 2 4
5
 hours 

researching electricity at 

the library. How much time 

has she spent doing 

research so far?
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The Iditarod has been called the 
"Last Great Race on Earth." It begins 
in Anchorage, Alaska, and ends 10 or 
11 days later in Nome. The population 
of Anchorage was 260,283 
according to the 2000 Census. What 
is the value of the digit "6" in that 
number?

Anna designed a flag made from a 
red stripe, a yellow stripe, a black 
stripe, and a green square. The 
square has 6 inch sides. The red 
stripe is 6 inches wide and 16 inches 
long. The yellow and black stripes are 
both 6 inches wide and 22 inches long.
What is the area of the flag? (Hint: 
Draw a picture!)

95,  100,  105,  110,  115,  

120,  125,  ,   135

40,  48,  ,   64,  72,  

80,  88,  96

A toy car can go 5 mph.  
How long would it take to 
go 17 miles?

During the past five 
weeks, the Miller family 
worked out together 
for a total of 35 hours. 
If they worked out the 
same number of hours 
each week, how many 
hours did they work 
out each week?

Straight pins are 
packed in boxes of 100 
each. How many boxes 
can be filled with 372 
pins? Write the answer 
as a mixed number.

Chef Peter's recipe for 6 

servings of Deep Dark 

Chocolate Cake calls for 1 

T white sugar, 1
3
 c cocoa, 

1
4
 c flour, 1

4
 c butter, 1 c 

milk, 1
2
 c white sugar, and 

4 eggs. How much cocoa 

will he need to make 24 

servings for Christmas 

dinner?
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Patience - Can You Wait Patiently?
By Mary Perrin

Your mom gives you a candy bar. She tells you not to eat it yet. 
Your mouth starts to water. You want to eat the candy bar. You do not 
want to wait. Your mom is forcing you to be patient. Waiting is hard. 
Waiting is called having patience. If you eat the candy bar now, you 
would disobey your mother. It would also mean that you show 
impatience. Impatience means that you cannot wait any longer to do 
what you want to do. Patience is something you learn to have. You 
learn patience when you force yourself to do the opposite of want you 
really want to do. You will have more patience if you teach yourself 
how to control your actions. You should feel proud of yourself when 
you are patient. Your parents, teachers, and friends will be pleased with your patience, too. Waiting your turn is 
important. Your patience shows others they can trust you. Holding a candy bar without eating it proves to your 
mom that you can control your actions and be trusted. Hopefully, she won't make you wait too long to eat that 
yummy treat!
     

Patience - Can You Wait Patiently?

Questions

1. You have self-______ when you show patience. 

2. What is the opposite of patient? 

A. Inpatient
B. Nonpatient
C. Unpatient
D. Impatient

3. Patience is something you are born with. 

A. True
B. False

4. You prove you are able to be ______ when you can be patient for things to happen. 

A. Caring
B. Respected
C. Trusted
D. Funny

0.64 + 4.3 + 0.5 =
0 . 4
0 . 3

+ 0 . 2

14.5 - 2.15 = 
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Fill in the missing numbers.  How?  The sum of the four surrounding numbers is in the center of each square.
Exactly one of the four numbers has to be one of these numbers: 23.4, 16.7, or 17.3.
The other three numbers have to all be DIFFERENT and must be from these: 7.2, 8.6, 
0.6, 5.5, 3.5, 6.6, or 9.3.

31.70.6 17.3

6.6

7.2

40.7 5.5

either 8.6 or 7.2

8.6

less than 16.7

42.7 23.4

7.2

less than 7.2

42.7
even

7.2

3.5

39.823.4 41.9 23.4

less than 16.7

even

less than 7.2

even

26.3
even either 7.2 or 16.7

greater than 3.5

34.9
either 17.3 or 0.6

either 8.6 or 5.5

odd

29.4
odd even

less than 17.3

30
even

even

38.6
less than 23.4

8.6

greater than 3.5

greater than 6.6

38.8
odd

odd

31.1
even either 7.2 or 16.7

even

36.7
either 7.2 or 16.7 less than 16.7

even

46.5
less than 16.7 odd

greater than 6.6

either 6.6 or 9.3

36.7
less than 23.4 greater than 6.6

odd

less than 17.3

46.5
greater than 6.6 odd

even

greater than 7.2

odd less than 23.4

even

less than 5.5

less than 23.4 greater than 0.6

either 6.6 or 9.3

even
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The Contributions of Immigrants
By Colleen Messina

We often take pride in the accomplishments of Americans. However,
many aspects of American life were inspired by immigrants. Abraham 
Lincoln once said that immigrants have been "a source of national 
wealth and strength."

Immigrants have made major contributions to every field. You 
might find a list of famous American immigrants in your history book. 
Albert Einstein, a great scientist, is probably on that list. He was a 
German immigrant. He changed how everyone saw the world with his 
theory of relativity. Another famous immigrant was Alexander Graham 
Bell. He came from Scotland. You can thank him every time you use 
the telephone. The first woman doctor in America was Elizabeth 
Blackwell. She came from England. Irving Berlin, the Russian composer, was also an immigrant.

Many "all-American" items and customs actually came from immigrants. Did you know that log cabins came 
from Sweden and Finland? Log cabins were first built in America in the 1770s. Soon, log cabins were popular 
across the country. President Abraham Lincoln made a log cabin seem like a great place to grow up. William 
Henry Harrison used the log cabin as a campaign symbol. These rustic residences became a symbol for the rugged 
pioneer spirit.

Immigrants brought new music to America, too. The German people started symphony orchestras and glee 
clubs in their new country. Glee clubs are not places where people sit around and feel happy. A glee club is a 
group of people who sing together. One famous glee club at Purdue University started in 1893. They considered 
themselves "ambassadors of music" and traveled all over the United States and abroad.

Music may have been a universal language for the immigrants, but some had trouble learning English. They 
still used words from their own language. Soon, these words became part of the English language. Even some 
very American words came from other languages. The word "yankee" came from a Dutch word. Alligator is from 
a Spanish word. "phooey" is German, and the word "jukebox" is African.

Immigrants still cooked their favorite foods in America. The immigrants liked eating these comforting, 
familiar foods. It helped them adjust to their new life. Soon, Americans enjoyed these new foods, too, and thought 
they had always been here. For example, pizza and hot dogs originally came from other countries. The 
immigrants discovered different ingredients here to spice up their old recipes. Their favorite dishes soon had an 
all-American twist.

So you can see that honest Abe was telling the truth. The immigrants have contributed to every part of 
American life in diverse ways. Some of them became famous in the fields of science, medicine, and music. 
Others just quietly passed along the traditions of their forefathers. So the next time you see a glee club eating 
pizza and hotdogs in a log cabin, remember that this all-American scene was inspired by brave immigrants who 
brought their customs to the new world.
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The Contributions of Immigrants

Questions

1. Where did Albert Einstein come from? 

A. Italy
B. England
C. Germany
D. Ireland

2. Which president called the immigrants "a source of national wealth and strength"? 

A. William Henry Harrison
B. Andrew Jackson
C. George Washington
D. Abraham Lincoln

3. What did Alexander Graham Bell invent? 

A. pretzels
B. the telephone
C. log cabins
D. the theory of relativity

4. What field did Irving Berlin contribute to? 

A. music
B. art
C. science
D. food

5. What does a glee club like to do together? 

A. climb mountains
B. build log cabins
C. tell jokes
D. sing

6. Which language did the word "phooey" come from? 

A. German
B. Italian
C. French
D. Spanish

7. True or False: Some recipes changed because immigrants added American ingredients to them. 

A. True
B. False

8. Which of the following is an antonym for the word "diverse" in paragraph 7? 

A. confusing
B. varied
C. unusual
D. similar
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584
- 842

559
- 657

773,1
- 865

829
- 696

638,1
- 199

282,1
- 326

196
- 265

319
- 082

841,1
- 859

834
- 572

570,1
- 226

945,1
- 928

531,1
- 738

174,1
- 928

243
- 031

831,1
- 618

618
- 866

717
- 284

891,1
- 353

080,1
- 106

983,1
- 055

450,1
- 088

108
- 084

888,1
- 169

960,1
- 501

105,1
- 135

897
- 325

997
- 104

125
- 813

910,1
- 794

629
- 772

358
- 022

148
- 225

171,1
- 737

404,1
- 156

6
+ 3

+ 5

+ 4

+ 5

32
-

02
+

92
+

73
+ 7

- 3

14
-

63
+ 7
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X 2 2

x x

4
x 2 x x 2 x

7
77
7 x 7 x 7 x 2 7 x

14
7 x 2

84
7 x

x x x 2 x

12
x 2 x

x x

18
x 2 x x 2 x

8
8 x 8 x 8 x 2

16
8 x 8 x 2 8 x

x x x 2

8
x x 2 x

12
12 x

108
12 x 12 x 2 12 x

24
12 x 2 12 x

x

45
x x 2

10
x x 2 x

9 3
- 5 7

Circle the digit in the tenths place.

8,825.264
2 1 1

+ 4 8 2

word root custom can mean manner customer, customary
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A Brief History of Cattle Brands
By Joyce Furstenau

The practice of branding can be dated back to 2700 B.C. 
Hieroglyphics in ancient Egyptian tombs show the branding of oxen. 
Both the ancient Greeks and Romans branded their cattle with hot irons.
They also marked their slaves the same way. The Spanish explorer 
Hernan Cortes brought cattle stamped with his mark of three crosses to 
the New World from Spain in the 1500s.

The purpose of cattle branding is to be a visible and permanent 
mark of ownership. It is used to prevent theft and to identify the owner 
of a lost animal. Today, brands are registered with a state's brand 
inspector. Each time an animal is sold, the new owner should get a bill 
of sale as proof of ownership.

Brands are made with the use of an iron that is heated over an open fire. A specific procedure is used to ensure 
that the branding is safely and properly done. Cattle are usually branded on the hips or ribs, while horses are 
branded on the hip or shoulder. Many brands are registered. A registered brand always takes precedence over a 
non-registered brand.

Many of the early brands were very ornate. Brands of today look much like ancient hieroglyphics. The cattle 
brand has a language all of its own. The ability to read brands is termed "callin' the brand." Brands are made up of 
capital letters of the alphabet, numerals, pictures, and characters such as the slash, circle, half-circle, cross, bar, 
etc., and many combinations of all of these. Brands are read from left to right, top to bottom, and, when in a circle,
from the outside to the inside.

A "lazy S" brand would be simply the letter "S" turned on its side. A "circle S" brand would be the letter "S" 
inside a circle. Certain brands are easily recognized by cattlemen. The bar N brand on the left shoulder, -N, is the 
brand of the Navajo Nation in Arizona and New Mexico.

The Long X brand belongs to the Long X Cattle Ranch, one of the most famous cattle ranches in North Dakota.
It was created in the mid-1880s when the Reynolds brothers, William and George, heard about the stirrup-high 
grass in the Badlands. They herded 4,000 longhorns into the Badlands that year. They brought more cattle in each 
year thereafter. They named their ranch for their official brand, the "Long X."

The descendants of the Reynolds brothers still use the brand today, although the ranch has been sold. The 
Long X Trail and the new Long X Visitor Center in Watford City, North Dakota, feature exhibits about the 
historical ranch and trail.
     

A Brief History of Cattle Brands

Questions

1. How far back can the branding of cattle be dated? 
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2. What was the brand of Hernan Cortes? 

3. What is the purpose of a brand? 

A. shows proof of ownership
B. to keep the animal healthy
C. to keep an animal at home
D. a beauty mark

4. Where would a typical cattle brand be found? 

A. on the ear
B. on the tail
C. on the hip
D. on the hoof

5. What is the ability to read a brand called? 

6. In what state is the Long X brand found? 

A. North Dakota
B. South Dakota
C. South Carolina
D. Texas

Is 888 closer to 800 or 
900?

Jenna has 60 books.  She 
organized them equally 
into 5 boxes.  How many 
books in each box?

What is the sum of 3 and 
89?

3 + 8 + 1 The number 57 is more 
than the number 8 by how 
much?

6 + 30 ÷ 3

word root loqu can mean speak eloquent, loquaciously, loquaciousness
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What's in the Box?
Read the words on the left then match the letters with the correct synonyms in the clues.
Put the clues together and solve the mystery of what is in the box.

A =sour

B =twitch

C =turf

E =dreadful

H =burn

I =mammoth

K =fare

L =fertile

M =equip

N =wild

O =stare

R =ignore

S =grate

T =retain

Clue 1: fee

k
huge

i
save sod scorch awful rowdy

Clue 2: save peer peer rich

Clue 3: awful rich awful sod save neglect huge sod

Clue 4: sod peer supply jerk huge rowdy awful rub

Clue 5: jerk awful tart save awful neglect rub

What's in the Box?

120 ÷ 10 = 
Hannah was given three numbers:  15,  
7,  and  9.  She needs to use two of 
these numbers to make a fraction.  
Can she make a fraction that is 
greater than three-fourths?

1 lb = 16 oz

8 lb = oz

What time is 14 hours after 
5:00 a.m.? 8 6 1

- 2 2 4

word root hum can mean human human, humanity

7 x 9 = 

Insert a comma in the appropriate 
place in this sentence.
Teresa played with her dog but 
he got tired quickly.
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Nathan is setting up the bulletin board 
for Polar Bear Day. He put three 
large pictures of the bears on the 
board. Two of the pictures are 22 
inches long and 15 inches wide. The 
other picture is 30 inches long and 20 
inches wide. What is the total area of 
the pictures?

The Cat in the Hat lost his hat. He 
looked under the bed. He looked in 
the oven. He looked in the fishbowl. 
He looked in the bathtub. He looked 
for one hour and 45 minutes before 
he found his hat in a flowerpot. If he 
started looking at 11:50 a.m., what time 
did he find his hat?

27 ÷  = 9
Mary has $59.  She wants 
to buy something that costs 
$94.  How much more does 
she need?

Double the number 7 three 
times.

Emma made 10 cookies on 

Blah Buster Day. She ate 
1
5
 of them. Her brother 

ate 0.2 of the cookies. Her 

little sister ate 3
10
 of them. 

How many cookies were 

left?

What a mess! The Cat 
in the Hat had made 
such a mess! They 
would never get the 
house clean. But the 
Cat and all his little cats 
helped. Everyone 
started cleaning at 3:41 
p.m. and finished at 6:15 
p.m. How long did it 
take them to clean up 
the mess?

Jenna made a huge 
sugar cookie 15 inches 
x 12 inches. She 
decorated it with red, 
white, and blue sugar 
to look like an 
American flag. She cut 
it into 3 inch x 3 inch 
pieces. How many 
pieces could be cut 
from the huge sugar 
cookie?

516 + 9 = 
72 ÷ 8 =

How much greater is 180 
than 32?
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The class talent show is being held on Monday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the auditorium. A sign-up 
sheet was in the hall, and 19 kids signed it. Kelly saw the sign-up and signed up. Then Jessica and 
Billy also signed up. Billy ran over at about 2:59 p.m. and was the last one to sign up.
Mrs. Williams took down the sign. "It looks like we have our participants," she said. "Remember 
that everyone will be given an equal time to perform, and there is a minute break between 
each performance."
Billy is confused. He is working on a yo-yo act and doesn't know how long the act should be. 
How long does he have for his yo-yo act?

Show your work.
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Change to a percent.

5
10

Write the ratio as a fraction.
7 dogs to 6 cats

Change to a percent.
0.24
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The Uintatherium
By Joyce Fursteanu

In 1872, fossil remains of the Uintatherium (pronounced 
you-IN-tah-THEER-ee-um) were found near Fort Bridger, Wyoming. 
Two different parties were searching for fossils in the area during that 
summer. Each found different fossils of a large, extinct mammal 
believed to have lived during the early to middle portions of the 
Eocene period (45-37 million years ago). Because each wanted to take 
credit for the find, these remains were part of a bitter "bone war" 
between the two parties for several years. The scientists could not even 
agree on what kind of animal it was. The bones were ultimately 
determined to be those of a Uintatherium.

Uintatherium was a large browsing mammal. It has been compared 
to the present day rhinoceros, though they are not related. It was about 
thirteen feet long and weighed about two tons. It walked on four thick, elephant-like legs.

The skull of Uintatherium was its most unusual feature. It has been described as large and thick as well as flat 
and concave. Scientists believe it had a very small brain.

Males had six horn-like protrusions growing from the frontal area of the skull. It had large upper canine teeth 
that were believed used for defense. The canines resembled those of the saber-toothed cats. The male's canines 
were larger than those of the female.

The Uintatherium was an herbivore. It ate leaves, grasses, and shrubs. It was believed to have gone extinct 
because of climate changes and competition from other prehistoric mammals. There are no living descendants. A 
cast of a Uintatherium skeleton is on display at the Utah Field House of Natural History State Park Museum.

Even though you may see the Uintatherium in the Ice Age Adventures movie, this animal did not live during 
the Ice Age, which lasted from about 1.6 million years to about 10,000 years ago. Uintatherium became extinct 
around 37-40 million years ago.

The Uintatherium

Questions

1. In what U.S. state were the fossils of the Uintatherium found? 

2. The Uintatherium is compared to what present-day mammal? 

A. tiger
B. deer
C. rhinoceros
D. hippopotamus
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3. What part of the Uintatherium was its most unusual feature? 

A. its skull
B. its legs
C. its horns
D. its teeth

4. What did the Uintatherium eat? 

A. grass and shrubs
B. insects
C. other animals
D. fish

There are 3 groups of 4 
rocks.  How many rocks?

How many total legs are on 
8 zebras?

Round 775 to the nearest 
hundred.

Draw a small clock that 
shows 25 minutes to 6:00.

Circle the three numbers 
whose sum equals 35.

    14       20       18       14

    6       7       3       17

40 is a multiple

of 20 and 5.

16 is a multiple

of  and .

38 is a multiple

of  and .

(6 x 2) + 12 - 3 How many total legs are on 
11 owls?

Write the greatest possible 
3-digit number without 
repeating any numbers.

word root para can mean near or beside parable, parallel
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Jason and Adam are playing "Compliment, 
Comment, or Criticism." The spinner for the 
game has 15 sections. Compliment, Comment, 
or Criticism is written on an equal number of 
sections. Jason spins first. What are the odds 
the spinner will land on Compliment?

For the Winter Carnival at Jacob's school, his 
mother brought tortilla chips and nacho 
cheese sauce for a fund raising event. The 
students loved the tortilla chips with the 
piping hot cheese sauce and spicy salsa. 
They paid $1.75 for each serving, and most of 
the students bought more than one serving. 
At the end of the Carnival, Jacob counted 
up the money he and his mother had raised 
for the school. If they sold 112 servings of 
tortilla chips and sauce, how much money 
did they raise?

Amy was curious about what day will be her teacher's birthday.  Today is Tuesday, and it is 

the 87th day of school.

"My birthday will be celebrated in 37 school days.  There are 5 days each week for school, 

and I counted 2 holidays when we will not have school.  Anyone know on what day of the 

week will be my birthday?" asked Mrs. Jackson.

What is the least common 
multiple of 8 and 11?

What is the least common 
multiple of 10 and 15?

x - 7 = 30

word root de can mean not or from deduction, description, determination
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+

49

42 7

+

27

8

+

27

19

+

79

7

+

27

19

+

48

7

+

67

62

+

79

7

91 - 5 = 60 - 4 = 23 - 7 =

56 - 2 = 78 - 3 = 31 - 4 =

42 - 2 = 15 - 5 = 59 - 4 =

43 - 5 = 18 - 8 = 73 - 7 =

25
8-

03
3-

88
2-

02
5-

61
3-

73
9-

81
7-

65
8-

65
6-

15
8-

12
5-

08
3-
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88
+

67
+ +

42 9

72
+

22
+

50
+

5 37

78
+

+

60
+

8 26 34

+

33
+

47
+

18 15 20

84
+

23
+ +

7 17 44

76
+

28
+ +

12 16 33

+

46
+ +

32 14 19 16

+

46
+

17
+

19 27 8

97
+

+

29
+

50 15 14

82
+

54
+ +

27 27 17

+

40
+

30
+

14 18 12

96
+

29
+

67
+

16 36
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Do Plants Recycle?
By Erin Horner

Have you gone green? Do you recycle? Recycling is the process of 
taking waste products and turning them into something that can be 
reused. It is very good for planet Earth. When you recycle plastic milk 
jugs, for example, new materials like traffic cones and baby bathtubs 
can be made. Believe it or not, plants recycle, too. They don't recycle 
the same way we do, but they do take something used and turn it into 
something new. Plants use carbon dioxide, the waste product that 
people and animals exhale. They use this gas and other ingredients to 
make food for themselves. Plants use carbon dioxide, water, and 
sunlight to create glucose. This chemical change takes place in their 
leaves. It is called photosynthesis. This process has a waste product, 
too. It is oxygen. When plants photosynthesize, they release oxygen 
into the air. People and animals need oxygen. They give plants carbon 
dioxide. Plants take in carbon dioxide. They give us oxygen. The 
planet needs people to "go green." Thankfully, plants already have! 
They're green and they recycle!

Do Plants Recycle?

Questions

1. What is the name of the chemical process plants do to make food for themselves? 

2.  The purpose of this passage is to ______. 

A. inform you about the way that plants recycle
B. express personal feelings about recycling
C. entertain you with jokes about plants
D. persuade you to "go green"

3.  What can the reader infer after reading this passage? 

A. Carbon dioxide is not very important to plants.
B. If plants didn't photosynthesize, there wouldn't be enough oxygen in the air.
C. Recycling is easy.
D. Everyone recycles.

4.  Read this sentence from the passage: They use this gas and other ingredients to make food for 
themselves. In which sentence below is gas used with the same meaning as in the sentence above? 

A. Water vapor is a greenhouse gas.
B. Let's gas up and go.
C. Is there gas in the car?
D. You better step on the gas or we'll be late.
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4
7

1
2

1
3

1
5

4
5

5
6

3
5

Name two of the above numbers that have a difference of 2
5
.

1
3

1
6

3
4

3
8

2
3

Name two of the above numbers that have a difference of 1
2
.

3
8

1
2

1
3

2
5

5
7

Name two of the above numbers that have a sum of 31
40

.
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Secretary of Education
By Meg Leonard

The Secretary of Education is head of the Department of Education, 
which was once a part of another department. It used to be part of the 
Department of Health and Human Services. In 1979, President Carter 
signed an act to create a separate department for education. It 
combined offices from several federal agencies. The Secretary of 
Education is a cabinet level position. It is part of our executive branch. 
The Secretary of Education gives the president advice on all matters 
dealing with education. Since its creation, there has been talk of getting 
rid of this department. Some feel that education should be left to local 
and state governments. For now, it remains a department in the federal 
government.

The Secretary of Education gives advice to the president on federal 
policies, programs, and activities related to education in the United 
States. The Secretary of Education is fifteenth in the line of succession 
to the presidency. The Department of Education's mission is to 
promote student achievement. It seeks to prepare students for good 
jobs someday. Students need to be ready to compete for jobs in a worldwide market. The department encourages 
educational excellence. It also promises to work to try to provide the best possible education to all students. The 
department gives federal aid for education. It collects information on students' achievements. This information is 
used to guide changes that could make improvements in the quality of education. The Department of Education 
works along with state and local governments, parents, and students.

The Secretary of Education oversees around 4,000 employees and an annual budget of more than $60 billion. 
These resources are used to establish many policies. The department gives out federal financial aid for education. 
It keeps track of how these funds are used. The department brings national attention to important educational 
issues. It does not allow schools to discriminate. In this way, the Department of Education works to help make 
sure that all students will have the same chance to get a quality education.
     

Secretary of Education

Questions

1. What branch of government includes the Department of Education? 

A. legislative
B. executive
C. judicial
D. none of the above

2. Which department used to include the Department of Education? 

A. Department of State
B. Department of the Interior
C. Department of Labor
D. Department of Health and Human Services

3. Which president signed the act that established the department? 

A. Reagan
B. Kennedy
C. Johnson
D. Carter
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4. Which of the following is NOT a concern of the Department of Education? 

A. improving student achievement
B. licensing teachers
C. collecting data on students
D. giving federal aid

5. How does the Department of Education use information gathered about students? 

Write as a decimal.
Seven and seven tenths Write as a decimal.

 3
10

Write as a decimal.
Thirteen and ninety-nine 
hundredths

10 + 4 + 1 Write the least possible 
5-digit number using only 4 
different numbers.

How many tens are in the 
number 70?

Write the number that has 
exactly 6 hundreds.

7 + 30 ÷ 5 Is 25 a composite or a 
prime number?

In the parking lot there are 
12 vehicles.  There are 2 
SUVs.  What fraction of the 
vehicles are not SUVs?

How many hundreds are in 
the number 20,000?

triple 42 = 

word root gress can mean step digression, progression, regress
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+ =

+

+

=

32

25

29

48 ?

A A

A B

A C

Each letter is a whole number.

Fill in the equations using the chart:

A + B = 25 A + = 32 + + = 48

+ = 29
Additional hints:

B < 10 C = B + 4

Equations and Hints:

? =

Solve:

Show Work:
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